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The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
issued the final 2021 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule
(MPFS) on December 2, 2020, slating higher
reimbursement for evaluation and management (E&M)
services that would cause corresponding reimbursement
cuts, thereby reducing reimbursement for audiology
services by six percent. 
The Academy has been lobbying with other medical
providers to secure relief from planned reductions. View
the bill inspired by these changes. 
Paul Pessis, AuD, a member of the Academy's Practice
Policy Advisory Committee (PPAC), explains E&M codes,
budget neutrality, and why audiology and other select
professions are impacted by this reimbursement increase.
Watch the short video. 
On December 21, 2020, Congress passed a new stimulus
package to alleviate Medicare reimbursement cuts, likely
reducing cuts to audiology services by 3.75 percent. 

Advocacy in Action

For  more  in fo rmat ion  regard ing  SAA  and

advocacy ,  or  fo r  quest ions ,  comments

and  suggest ions ,  contact :  

 

Megan  T ice

megant ice .saa@gmai l .com

Legislative Update

Public Awareness

Ready to raise awareness for audiology? Adopt or modify
infographics available on the SAA website: What is an
Audiologist, Myths vs Facts about Hearing Loss Poster, and
the "Ask an Audiologist" Business Card (front and back)!
The Academy has created consumer-friendly fact sheets on
a diverse array of audiological topics - simply download
and customize! 

Paul Pessis, AuD, is the owner and founder of North
Shore Audio-Vestibular Lab in Illinois. In addition to
practicing audiology for more than 40 years, Dr.
Pessis lectures across the country and is an instructor
for audiology students at Rush University.  He is
active at both the national and state levels, serving as
an audiology representative for the American Medical
Association and the Hearing Instrument
Manufacturer’s Software Association Board, and
previously served as the Academy President. Some of
Dr. Pessis’s accolades include the Academy’s
Distinguished Presidential Award and the Illinois
Academy of Audiology’s Presidential Award.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8702/text
https://www.audiology.org/practice_management/reimbursement/congress-must-act-halt-medicare-payment-cuts-and-avoid-further
https://www.audiology.org/sites/default/files/publications/resources/WhatIsAnAuD.pdf
https://www.audiology.org/sites/default/files/NAAMPoster.pdf
https://saa.audiology.org/sites/default/files/SAA%20Ask%20Me%20Business%20Card-1_0.jpg
https://saa.audiology.org/sites/default/files/SAA%20Ask%20Me%20Business%20Card-2_0.jpg
https://www.audiology.org/publications-resources/consumer-information/fact-sheets

